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THE 


LarMans LETTER, &c. 


Dean $28, 
OUR very obliging Letter, 
ent me lome time ago, with 
the many courteous but preſ- _ 
ſing Inſtances therein, to have 
my Opinion of the Book called, 
= Heaven open to all Men, &c. 
have at length forc'd me to comply with 
your ſo earneſt Defire. „ 
When I firſt heard of this Book, I muſt 
confeſs the Oddneſs of its Title made me diſ- 
regard it : But meeting with it afterwards at 
a Bookſeller's Shop, and ſeeing its Author 
_ pretended to ſupport his New Syſtem by the 
Holy Scriptures and Reaſon, without unſet- 
tling the Practice of Religion, I ventur'd to 
„ B 2 read 
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read it; but was all along as much preju- 
diced againſt it, as you yourſelf could be; 
and indeed my Prejudices were ſo prevail- 
ing, that I imagin'd the Author went about to 
prove, © That a Men ſhould hereafter en- 


6 joy the ſame Happineſs in Heaven ; and that 


©« 779 one ſhould be /zable to Pain or Suffering, 
« but in this Life only.” 

This, Indeed, gave me ſo great Offence, 
that I had ſcarce Patience to go through with 
it: But on a ſecond and a more calm read- 


Jog, it began to clear up, and my Prejudices 
to ſubſide a little, eſpecially when I obſerv'd 


that he poſitively aſſerts, ce 'That all Men ſhall 
not have the ſame Happineſs in Heaven.“ 


| Some time after I read it a third time, with 


the greateſt Attention and Examination I 
was capable of; and the more I read and 
conſider d our Author's new Syſtem, the 
greater was my Satisfaction and Pleaſure ; 
and, perhaps, you may now think me too 
much prejudic'd in its Favour: However, 
the Authorities I have collected from the 


Holy Scriptures, and what I have met with 
in my Readings, and what I apprehended to 
bear ſome Aſinity to our Author's Hypothe- 


is, together with my Opinion on the whole, 


= heartily at your Service. 


Now to demonſtrate that a/l Men are ſa- 


ved, as our Author ſays, is, indeed, a new 


Sy em: But if the Doctrine 1 in 


thi new Syſtem can be ſupported by the 
Holy 


we 


(3 1 
Hely Scriptures and Reaſon, it muſt needs be 
a moſt comfortable Piece of News to all 
Mankind, and well worthy a moſt careful 
and ſerious Examination. 

The Subſtance of our Author's Treatiſe 
conſiſts, in the conſtant Oppoſition to be met 
with in the Holy Scriptures, between Teſus 
Chrift the Mediator, who has reconcild Men 
to God, and Adam the Tranſgreſſor, Who 


3 


has plung'd all his Poſterity in the Corrup- 
tion of Sin. And this he proves chzefly from 


the Fifth Chapter of St. Paul to the Romans. 
Now all 155 Theology allows, That 


the Sum of St Paul's Doctrine in his 5th to 
the Romans is, That that Condemnation 


which was broug ht upon all Men by Adam, 


* they are luer 4 from by Cbriſi: And that 


the Promiſe God made to Adam intitles al 
Mankind to have ſome Benefit of the Redemp- 


tion purchaſed by Chriſt, according to their 


different Proportions and Capacities, even to 
thoſe who never heard of Chri/t explicitely: 


Y This 1 is unzverſally maintained as to the 5 
ciency of the Redemption Fall Men. 


But what is newly advanc'd by our Au- 


thor is, the Efficacy and Application of the 
Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt to all Men; and 


that the Application of the Redemption of 
Jeſus Chriſt is as the Application of the Sin 


of Adam: And this he ſhews more Particu- 
lar, from the fifth Chapter to the Romans, 


in ſo plain and evident a manner, that it is 


B 3 ſurpriſing 


(6) 
ſurpriſing it ſhould be ſo long overlooked : 
So that what that Benefit is to every Man in 
the World, our Author's new Syſtem does ex- 
pbreſiy declare, namely, That the new Man 
of every Man ſhall have Admittance into 
Heaven before the End of Time ; but that 
in the mean time this new Man is liable to 
ſuffer ſuch temporal Pains as he ought to fear: 
But that the mew Man of every Man, who 


lives a virtuous and good Life, and obeys 


all God's Commandments, to the utmoſt of 
his Power, agreeable to the Goſpel Covenant, 

may obtain an exceeding great degree of 
additional Happineſs in Heaven, in propor- 
lion to his Capacity and good Woks done 
in this Life, and ſhall not be liable to /u fs Her 
Pain but in this Life only. 


Our Author ſays, that Feſus Chrift, who 
came to redeem all Mankind, has brought to 
Men two Sorts of Grace, and Tuo Sorts of 


eternal Lite, that is, the Grace of Redemption 


by promiſe to all Men, and the Grace of ſu- 


perabundance accorded to Chriſtians. This alſo 


is a new and happy Diſtinction. By the Grace 
of Redemption, he means nothing elſe than 


the Benevolence of God, who, by our Re- 
deemer, has exactly replaced Men in the 


fame State they were in before the Fall of 


Adam : By the Grace of Superabundance, he 


means a Gift of God, from his free Good- 
neſs, accorded to Chriſtians ; which gives 


them room to merit a greater Happineſs than 
nv. ' thoſe 


(2 


thoſe have who are only benefited by the 


Grace of Redemption: This is that great Sal. 


vation, the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the G. 
pel of Chriſt, of which the Prophets enquir'd 


and ſearched diligently ; and which was preach- 
ed unto us by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, with the 
Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven ; which 
Dings the Angels defire to look into, Heb, 


11, 3. Rom. xv. 29. 1 Peter i. 10, 12. 

Our Author's ew and happy Diſtinction 
of tuo ſorts of Grace, and two ſorts of 
eternal Life, is, I think, plainly diſcernable 
throughout the Holy Scriptures, and is, in- 


deed, a Key to the right underſtanding many 
Parts of Scripture : And the manner in 


which he treats, and his Notions of, the o, 


and new Man, are in part ſingular and new ; 


but, if conſider'd with due Attention, not 
contradictory to the Holy Scripture and Rea- 


ſon. The old Man, he ſays, is the Ohject of 


Execration of God; that the Promiſes of 


Life were made to the mew Man, created in 


Feſus Chriſt : Tis the old Man who has the 


Spirit of this World, and can have no Share 
in the Amity of God; tis He whom St. Paul 


ſo often exhorts us to put off, and to alienate 
ourſelves from bis Deeds, who corrupts him- 
ſelfin the Deſires to deceive, and to put on, in 
his ſtead, the new Man, who is created after 


God in Righteouſneſs and Sanctity of Truth: 


'Tis the old Man that goes about to deſtroy 
us; it is he who is the worker of Sin in us; it is 
TY | to 


e 


to heal us of the Corruption we have fallen 
into by hin, that Jeſus Chriſt has redeem'd 


us, and reconcil'd us to his Faber; And 'tis 


the old Man bus ſinning in us, who at the 
laſt Day ſhall be thrown into the Lake of 


Fire; for 'tis on this old Man we may 


| transfer all the Wrath and Comminations God 
has denounced againſt Sinners: This is he 


who will be one Day revealed after the 


Image of the old Man; and then ſhall that 


Wicked one be revealed, 


It may be ſaid, in ſome Meaſure, ſays our 


Author, that, implicitely, the Works of the 


old Man are the Works of human Nature; 
but, denominatively, they are the Works of 
the old Man : It is from him they derive 
their Wickedneſs; it is he who brings forth 


the Fruit of them ; ſo in him it is that they 
incur „ But that hinders not, 


that Man created in Teſus Chriſt, the new 
Man, ſhould inherit Heaven, in virtue of 
the Grace of Redemption, according to the 


Promiſe of God in Jeſus Chriſt; tho' becauſe 
of the wicked Actions the old man produces 
in him, he has no Portion in the Fruits of 


the Grace of Superabundance. And tho' we 
are not now able to comprehend, or to form 


a perfect Idea of what the old Man may be 


compounded of at the Day of Judgment, 
yet ſuch an Obſcurity ought not to beget a 
Rejection of a Syſtem, which, except this 


Difficulty, calily explicates all Things, in a 
8 | manner 
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| 
Rate Goodneſs of God, and moſt con 
Lg to Mankind. | 
uf 'Tis plain the / and new Man are not | 
= ſynonimous Terms. The Mind, as our Au- 1 
7 thor obſerves, finds in the ſame Man the 
Cauſe of the preciſc Diſtinction it makes be- 
tween theſe two Terms; which St. Paul, in 
N his vii Chapter to the Romans, &c. was 
5 at ſuch Pains to diſtinguiſh clearly, and to 
_ exhort ſtrongly the Faithful to put off the 
1 old Man: As he knew the Difference of 
1 them, he diſtinguiſhed them well one from 
| the other; but that Diſtinction eonfuſedly un- 
ber. derſtood, ſerves to give occaſion of attributing 
= Contradictions to Man. 
| Every Man, ſays our Author, is to be 
conſidered in two different Lights. He is 
the old Man as far as Sin works in him, and 
as the Off- ſpring of Adam, born of Fleſh 
and Blood; but he is likewiſe the ae Man, 
/ in as much as he is redeemed by Jeſus Chri it, 
adopted by God, and deftin'd to eternal Life ; 
the earthly Man, in reſpect of Adam, ſub- 1 
ject to Death, and to the other Penalties of | 
| Sin; the heavenly Man, in reſpect to Jeſus 7 
13 Chriſt, who has ſet him at Liberty, and freed 
-] him, after his Death, from the od Adam, 
| and from all the Conſequences of Sin: For 
| the Deeds of the old Man are the very Sins 
pPuuniſb'd really in Feſus Chriſt, with reſpect 
30 to the eternal Pain which the whole Man 
| has deſerved in Adam; but who has jubjefed 
the 


( 100 
the new Man to Pains temporal, and, if you 
will, to an eternal one, to a ſort of Guilt that 
= draws on him an Excluſion, for ever, from 
|| the State of the Grace of 'Superabundance. 
God has granted not to deprive us of 
Heaven, and not to puniſb us for our Offen- 
ces by eternal Pains: But he has decreed to 
deprive us of the Fruits of Grace ſuperabun- 
dant, and not to augment to us the Happi- 
neſs that anſwers to the Grace of Redemp- 
tion, if we live /infully ; and to chaſiiſe our 
Sins by temporal Puniſhments, ſuch as we 
' _, - ought to fear. Our Author all along calling 
1 the Sufferings or Pains of the new Man 
Fil temporal, ſeems to be in Contra diſtinction to 
eternal Torments, which may poſſibly miſ- _ 
lead wnwary Readers to think that they have 
nothing to fear after this Life; but that would 
be indeed a very pernicious Miſtake, and 
_ contrary, I think, to our Author's meaning: 
. Chaſtiſments we bring on ourſelves by 
Ef finning, and the femporal Puniſhments, ſuch 
| as we ought to fear, if we continue to live ſin- 
Fully, may be very great and laſting, tho 
| | not eternal; for he allows that Time conti- 
EE nes till after the Day of Judgment; and 
4 that, acccording to the Words of Ze/us Cbriſt, 
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the Pagans ſhall fare better at the Day of 
Judgment than the Libertines. Hence the 
4 new man of every Sinner may ſuffer Pain 
|| after Death: Not that God inflids any poſi- 
„ tive Puniſhment on the new Man for the 


1 Sins committed in the Fleſh ; thoſe Deeds of 
= —— 


In 
the old Man are the very Sins really puniſhed 
in Jeſus Chriſt, who has ſatisfied his Father's 
Juſtice for the Sins of the whole World 
But the Pains the new Man of the Sinner 
ſuffers after Death, are brought on himſelf 
by neglecting and abuſing the Grace of ſu- 
perabundance offered him in this Life, and ſo 
loſing for ever the Fruits of that Grace, the 
Knowledge of which Loſs muſt needs over- 


whelm him with the greateſt Grief, Confu- 


fron, Lamentation, and Anguiſh of Mind inex- 
preſſible, as grievous to be born, perhaps, as 


the greateſt corporal Pain: Hence alſo the new 


Man of one Sinner may ſuffer more than 


the neu Man of another Sinner, even from 


the Day of Death to the Day of Judgment; 
which is ſtill Zemporal, tho' to the Sufferer I 
fear it may ſeem eternal. 5 


All Men ſhall not enjoy the ſame Happi- 
neſs in Heaven; for our Author obſerves, 


that to obtain the Fruit of Grace ſuperabun- 


dant, which is a greater Degree of Happi- 


neſs than that which is the Fruit of the 
Grace of Redemption, we are obliged to do 
all that is pgſible for us to merit it. Tis 


for that End we muſt pray and aſk it of 1 
God, that we muſt pain and mortify our- 


ſelves, and ſubmit to the Ordinances the 


Law preſcribes to us. We ought to be afraid 
to ſin, becauſe Sin deprives us of that Grace, 
makes us loſe the infinite Advantages that 


are the Effects of it, and renders us liable 
to ſuch temporal Puniſhments, as indeed we 
ought greatly to fear. Now 


9 1 * - 
Now as all Mens Happineſs in Heaven 


will not be the ſame, ſo neither will their 


Sufferings be alike after Death. The Pagans, 


fays our Author, according to the Words of 


Te us Christ, (hall fare better at the Day of 


Judgment than the Libertines, who had the 


Benefit of Inſtruction, and who having had 
the Means to obtain and to profit by the 


Grace of Superabundance, which God gives 


to thoſe who will make a good Uſe of it, have 


neglected or rejected it, to deliver themſelves | 


over to their Luſts. 


That Servant, ſays our Saviour, who knew 


| bis Lords W ill, and prepared not himſelf, 


neither did. according to his Will, ſhall be 
beaten with many Stripes: — But he that knew 


not, but did commit Things worthy of Stripes, 


Gali be beaten with few Stripes. — The Pa- 


gans were not abſolutely ignorant of their 


Duty, but comparatively ſo; and tho' their 
Ignorance may plead an Excuſe, it cannot 


hope for a Reward; nor can they be exemp- 
ted from Stripes, having committed Things 
vorthy of Stripes. The Pagans indeed Know 
nothing of Grace ſuperabundant; they ne- 


ver received the glad Tidings of the Goſ- 
pel, ſo neither may they ever know the Loſs 
of Grace ſuperabundant in the next World. 


But the Libertines, who have the Benefit of 


Inſtruction, and Grace ſuperabundant offered 


them on the Terms of the Goſpel Cove- 
nant, and do Fee and finally neglect 


and 
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and abuſe ſo great Salvation, by delivering 


themſelves over to their Luſts, how terrible 


and how laſting may their Miſeries be in 
the next World, from the Knowledge of 
ſo great a Loſs for ever, thus fooliſhly and 


0 negligently brought on themſelves. Where- 


as others who have alſo had the Benefit 


of Inſtruction, and the Means to acquire 


an Augmentation of Glory, which is ac- 
corded to Men as a Reward, if they make 


a good Ule of the Grace of Superabundance, 


by combating and endeayouring to overcome 
the old Man, and do not deliver themſelves 


over to their Luſts; tho? no one knows, or can 
be aſſured he ſhall preſently obtain the Fruits 
of Grace Superabundant, yet ſuch Perſons, ſo 
| ſoon as they leave this World, may be in 

Abraham's Boſom, and continue happy to 


the Day of Judgment, and may then receive 


a proportionable Reward, or at leaſt be ex- 
alted and made capable of being admitted 
into Heaven before the End comes, without 
ſuffering Pain after Death, thro' the Merits 


of Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of all Men; for 


our Saviour ſays, in his Father's Houſe are 
many Manſions : One Manſion our Author 
| obſerves, for the barely redeemed by the 
Grace of Redemption, and many Manſions for 


thoſe who have profited by the Grace of Su- 


perabundance, in proportion to the good 


Works they have done ; and this is alſo a 


free 
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But where Sin abounded, Grace did much 


more ſuperabound, Rom. v. 20. Now ifMen 
had committed no other Sins than that of 
Adam, the Grace of Redemption alone would 


have been ſufficient to merit for them all the 
fame Happineſs ; but becauſe they daily com- 


mit a Multitude of others, Jeſus Chriſt has 
brought ſuperabundant Grace, by the Means 
of which they may, fhemſelves, merit in him, 


who brought it to them, a Happineſs ſuper- 
abundant ; ſo that the Redemption is an Abun- 


dance of Grace, which effaces the Abun- 
dance of the Sin of Adam in all Men, and 
replaces them in their firſt Condition; and 


the Superabundance of Grace is given them, 
that by that they may merit an Augmenta- 
tiou of Glory, otherwiſe that Saperabundance 


would be uſeleſs. Indeed our beſt Virtues 
or Works are ſo imperfect, as to need Par- 


don rather than deſerve a Reward ; and if 
they were never ſo perfect, we ſhould till 


but have done what was our Duty to do. 


Yet, thro' the Intercefion of Chriſt, God is 


_ pleaſed to accept them, as if they were really 


meritorious ; and by the gracious Promiſe of 
God, we have as juſt a Claim to the Reward, 


as if it had been due to us of proper Right. 


Our Improvement in Virtue is the Ground 
of Proportion, tho' not the meritorious Cauſe 
of the Reward. So that tho' an Augmenta- 
5 tion 


free Gift of the Goodneſs of God in Yeſus 


r 5/45 " PFs -; 4 K - wy * > : o 1 7 2 a . 
b , n W 


1 1 
tion of the Happineſs in Heaven be given 
us, not indeed for our Works, yet it will be 
in Proportion to them; and tho' not upon 
account of our Virtue, yet exactly according 
to our Improvement therein. He has ſaved 
ug, not according to our Works, but accordin 
to his Grace given us in Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. 
i. 9. So that our Salvation is the Gift of God, 
4 Eph. ii. 9. The Grace of Redemption is the 
5 free Gift of God in Feſus Chriſt by Promiſe ; 

5 and the Fruit of the Grace of Superabun- 
dance is alſo an undeſerved Gift of God in 
Chriſt; and the Ability of performing the 
Conditions neceſſary to the obtaining the Fruit 
of the Grace of Superabundance, is continu- 

ally the Effect of the divine Aſſiſtance; there- 
fore, properly ſpeaking, the very beſt of our 
Works have no Merit in them. Neverthe- 
leſs, it may be truly ſaid of virtuous and good 
Men, becauſe the Scripture frequently ſayͤs 
it, that zhey are worthy, not properly and 
ſtrictly, but according to God's gracious Ac- 
ception and Promiſe in the Goſpel ; and 
even the new Man, of every wicked Man, 
may become worthy thro' the Interce//ion and 
Merits of Chriſt before the End of Time: 
For Iſaiah ſays, That all the Pofterity of 
Iſrael ſhall be ſau#:fied in the Lord, aud; ſhall 
be worthy of Praiſe, Iſa. 49. And, All Fleſh 
ſhall come to worſhip before me, ſaith the Lord, 
Ifa, Ixvi, 23, - „ 5 
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But how grievous may be the Senſation . 


and Anguiſh of Mind of the new Man of the 
Libertine, when in the Midſt of his Grief 
and Torment he ſhall lift up his Eyes, and 


with the Rich Man in the Parable, ſhall look 
up to Zhoſe in Abraham's Boſom, and fee and 
reflect on the Happineſs he might have ar- 


rived at, but is now out of his Reach, and 
loſt for ever | May not the bare Knowledge 
of ſo exceeding great Loſs, brought on him- 
ſelf thro! his own Careleſneſs and Neglect, 


be as grievous to be born as the greateſt Pain? 


And with what Terror and Affrightment 


muſt he expect the coming of Chriſt to Judg- 
ment, when he muſt appear with all his 
Sins about him beſore his righteous Judge, 


expos'd to the View of Angels and Men, 


with inconceivable Shame and Confuſion for 
his Neglect and Abuſe of ſo great Salvation, 
by delivering himſelf over to Luſts, eſpeci- 
ally when he ſhall behold the Righteous, 


the Beloved of the Father, entering into the 


Joy of the Lord, and himſelf ſhut out ; for 
in that great Day of Retribution, Jo us 


Cbriſt ſhall render to every Man according to 
bis Works, What Tongue can declare the 


Miſery of the Libertine at this great and aw- 
ful Tribunal, before it may pleaſe God to 
exalt the ne Man of ſuch a Sinner to make 
him capable of receiving that free Gift of 


eternal Life, promiſed in Fe 7 1s Chriſt before 
the 


How great muſt needs be the Tribulation. 


W 
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the F oundation of the World F for a Reward 


he is not capable of, And if the Righteous 
icarcely are /aved, if they cannot be ſure, 
notwithſtanding their 5, but imperfect Endea- 


vours after Holineſs of Life, to receive a Re- 


ward, how and where ſhall the Sinner appear? 
If a proper Deſcription of ſuch like Ter- 


vors of the Lord will not perſwade Men to 


leave off their Sins, to combat and overcome 
the Yorker of Sin in them, and to put on 


the new Man, by endeavouring to obtain a 
Portion of the Fruits of the Grace of Super- 


abundance, according to the Goſpel Cove- 
nant; neither, I believe, will all the Terrors 


and Threatnings of Hell- Fire prevail upon 
them. It ſhould rather ſeem, indeed, that 
the great Love and Kindneſs of God to us, 

the grievous Sufferings of his beloved Son for 


us, the Unreaſonableneſs and Shamefulneſs of 


Sin, the Advantage Peace and Pleaſure 


of an holy virtuous Life, and the great Re- 


wards promiſed to it, were more proper to 


work upon the Reaſon and Ingenuity of Men, 


than the greateſt Threatnings. But ſome Men 
are ſo careleſs, ſo void of Confideration, and 


ſo immerſed in the Follies of this World, 
that nothing leſs than the Thunder of the Lord 
will awaken them. And it is true indeed, we 


find even our meek and bleſſed Saviour himſelt, 


ſetting before Men the Conſideration of the 


unſpeakable Miſeries of impenitent Sinners in 


another World: But then he went about 
2 doing 
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doing Good ; he went about to ſeek and to 


ſave that which was loſt ; he ſought out the 


very worſt of Sinners; he converſed with 
Sinners of the fit Magnitude, the Publicans 


and Harlots, the obſtinate, proud, covetous, 


hypocritical and conceited Phariſees ; a Ge- 
neration of Vipers, harden'd Sinners in- 


deed ! And to theſe moſt obſtinate Diſtem- 
bers of the Soul, the ſevereſt Methods were 


abſolutely neceſſary for their Recovery : But 
in Chriſtian Congregations, which are not, I 


believe, much frequented with Libertines 
and Sinners of the firſt Magnitude, the chieſy 


inſiſting on the Shamefulneſs, &c. of Sin, the 
great Love and Kindneſs of God and Teſus 


Chriſt to Men, the Pleaſures and Rewards of 


an holy and virtuous Life, &c. and that God 


will moſt afſuredly render to every Man ac- 


cording to his Works, muſt needs be more 
valuable to the generality of Chriſt's Congre- 
gations, than the too frequently laying be- 
fore them the Terrors of the Lord: Too 
many, perhaps, may come to Church for 
Form fake only, and others may be too neg- 
ligent and inconſiderate, and therefore re- 


quire that the Miſeries of impenitent Sin- 
ners in the next World ſhould be laid before 
them: But then while we perſwade Men 
by the Terrors of the Lord, Diſcretion in 


doing it ſhould not be neglected ; for the re- 


preſenting thoſe Terrors of the Lord more 


terrible than they really are, may only ſerve 
| tO 


105 


to affright and terrify weak Sinners, and in- 


cline them to deſpair ; and will tiber har- 


den than mollify the Hearts of Infidels and 


Libertines, if any of that ſort ſhould chance 


to be preſent : So that great Diſcretion cer- 
tainly ought to be uſed in Chriſlian Congre- 
eations, with Regard to theſe Terrors of the 
Lord, to make them an effectual Means, 
to bring over the Careleſs and Negligent to 
a due Conſideration of their Duty, to ſo good 
and gracious a Father, who offers them to 
great Salvation, and on ſuch reaſonable Terms; 
and thus awakened they might beeven ſhamed 
into their Duty. 
Can it enter into the Heart of any con/i- 
dering Man, to conceive, that a God fo 
gracious, and whoſe Mercy is 20:thout Bounds, 
will puniſh his fraz/ Creatures for the Of- 
fences of a few Days, with never end- 


ing Torments? That he will inflict on his 


Creatures, the work of his own Hands, Tor- 
ments properly Eternal? This I believe is no 
where ſufficiently warranted, nor do I know 
of any one plain Teſtimony in the Holy 
Scriptures of ſuch eternal Torments, but 
there are many to the Contrary : fo that 
the over - doing this Matter of Threaten- 


ing may ſooner occaſion Unbelief than an 


Amendment of Life. Beſides, Man may 
not ſpeak deceitfully for God. There is mercy 
with thee, therefore thalt thou be feared, Plal. 
130, 4. And Gd will not t akoays chide, nor 


2 keep 


e 

keep his Anger for ever, but againſt the old 
Man, the worker of Sin in all Men, who 
has no Share in the Redemption of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and who will be thrown into the 
Lake of Fire at the laſt Day to be confounded 

for ever. ET 
The Holy Scriptures affure us, that God 
created Man for his own Glory, with a 
Dejign to create him for Heaven ; and fore- 
ſeeing that Adam would Sin, Chriſt was 
| decreed before the Foundation of the World, 
as the Remedy. Now, next to the Ex:/t- 
ence of God's Being and Perfections, is the 
Manife/tation of them, which is called, God's 
Cory, which is the ſole Object worthy of his 
Actions, the higheſt End that we can ima- 
gine, to which all the Effects of the Divine 
| Power, and Goodneſs, and Wiſdom do re- 
fer; God therefore, from his Goodneſs and 
gracious Mercy, hath ſent Jeſus Chriſt into 
the World to reconcile Himſelf to Men; and 
to ſave them all, Chriſt died for all Men; 
and the Immutability of God, in the real De- 
ſign he had to create Man for Heaven, and 
to /ave them all, after they had fallen in 
Adam, and even to better their Condition, 
and, moreover, to offer the Means in the 
_ Goſpel-Covenant to augment their future 
Happineſs in Heaven, appears viſibly in the 
holy Scriptures, and is made plainer by that 
happy Diſtinction of the tuo Sorts of Grace, 
| 8 55 


( 21 ) 
| and 7409 Sorts of eternal Life, mentioned by 
our Author. 1 
He pleaſed but carefully to compare, with 
the Original and Context, the following 
Paſſages, amongſt many more which might 
be produced from the Holy Scriptures, and 
then conſider and judge, whether our Sa- 
viour did not come to ſave all Men, and 
whether our Author's happy Diſtinction of 
the two Sorts of Grace, or two Sorts of 
eternal Life, be not plainly diſcernable in 
thoſe Paſſages of Holy Scripture, viz. This 
:s a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, that Jeſus Chriſi came into the 
World to ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. God is 
in Chrihl, reconciling the World to himſelf, 
not imputing to them their Treſpaſſes, ſays 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
The Son of Man came to ſeek and to 
fave that which was oft, Luke xix. 10. The 
| Wages of Sin is Death; but the Gif# of 
God, is eternal Life, thro' Jeſus Cbriſt our 
Lord, Rom. vi, 23. | 


As by one Man's Diſobedience, all were 


made Sinners; ſo by the Obedience of one, 

| ſhall al be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. for 
as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 22. IE 
All Fleſh ſhall come to wor/h1p before 
me, faith the Lord, J/a. xvi. 23. Chri/t hath 
ſuffered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjujt, 
that He might bring ws to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
is e D 3 The 


thro' Hin might be ſaved, John iii. 17. 


{ 22 a 
The Lord hath laid on him, the Iniquity 
of us all, Iſa. v. 6. He who knew no Sin, 


was made to be Sin for us, that we might 


be made the R:ghteouſneſs of God in him, 
2 Cor. v. 21, God hath not appointed us 


unto Wrath, but to obtain Salvation, by 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 The/. v. 9. who, his 


don Sei, bear our Sins, in his = Body, on 


the Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhould 
live unto Righteouſneſs, by whoſe Stripes We 
were healed, 1 Pet. ii. 23. For the Grace of 


| God that bringeth Salvation to all Men, 


hath appeared, Tz#. ii. 11. Having pre- 
deſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children 
by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the 


good Pleaſure of his Will, 1 Eph. v. To 
the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, where- 
in he hath made vs accepted i in the beloved, 
in whom we have Redemption thro' bis 
Blood, Ver. 6. 7. We are reconciled to God, 
by the Death of his Son, Rom. v. 10. The 
Gift of God, is eternal Life, thro' Feſus 


Chr:/t our Lord, Rom. vi. 27. He loved Us, 


and waſhed ws from our Sing, in his own 


Blood, Rev. i. 5. The San of Man gave 


_ himſelf a Ranſom for All, Matt. xx. 28. He 


is the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 


World, 1 John ii. 2. He died for All. 


God ſent not his Son into the World to 
chnalirin the World, but that the World 


For 


2 


For this is good and acceptable in the 


Sight of God our Saviour, who will have all 


Men to be ſaved, and to come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. Jeſus 
Chriſt being the Captain of our Salvation, 
and having 7aſted Death for every Man, was 
made perfect thro' Sufferings ; that through 
Death, he might deſtroy hm that had the 
| Power of Death, and deliver them, who 


through fear of Death, were all their Life- 


time ſubject to Bondage, Heb. ii. 9, 10, 14, 


15. Chrijt hath once appeared to put awa 
Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Heb, ix. 26. 


When the Fulneſs of the Time was come, 
God ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, 


made under the Law, to redeem them that 


were under the Law, that we might receive 


the Adoption of Sons, Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
Surely, he hath born our Griejs, and car- 
ried our Sorrows, He was wounded for our 


_ Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our Ini- 
quities, Ifa, liv, 4, 5 


We have ſeen, ſays St. John, and do 7eſ- 


tify that the Father fees the Son to be the 
Saviour of the World, 1 John iv. 1 


Feſus knowing that the Father had given 
all Things into his Hands, and that he was 


come from God and went to God. Jobn 


| X111, 


All Things at are delivered unto me, ſays 


our Saviour, of my Father, Matth. xi. 27. 
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The Father loveth the Son, and 1 
given all Things into his Hand: Even ſo, 
the Son quickeneth whom he will. John, 


„ 
To whom the Father hich. given Power 


over all Fr that he ſhould pig Life to as 
many as the Father has given him. John 


xvii, 2. The Father loveth the Son, and 
bath given all Things into his Hands, fays 


St. John. All thit the Father giveth me, 
hall come to me; for I came down from 
Heaven, not to do my own Will, but the 


Will of him that ſent me, and this! is the Fa- 


ther's Vill that hath ſent me, that of all 


which he hath given me, I ſhould hoſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt Day. 
And this is the Will bf bim that ſent nie, 


that every one that ſeeth the Son and believ- 
eth on him, may have Everlaſting Life ; and 


I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. John vi. 


37» 38, 39, 40. 


Even as God, for Chrifts Sake, or in 
Chriſt, hath forgiven you, Eph. iv. 32. As 
Chriſt alſo hath given himſelf for us, an 
Offering and a Sacriſice to God, for a ſweet 


ſmelling Savour, Eph. v. 2. That is, as 


God gave his Son, ſo Chri/t gave 22 . 
voluntarily, and by his own Will, as well as by 


his Father's, to be the Maier FOR THE 


SIS OF THE WHOLE WoRLD. God who hath 
Javed u as, according to ** own Purpoſe and 


Grace 


(25) 
Grace, which was given us in Chrift Jaſtit. 


2 Tim. 1. 9. — 3 
Thou has put a/ Things in Subjection un- 

der his, that is Chriſt's, Feet. That he. 

o by the Grace 12 is, the gracious 
I 


ill and Pleaſure) of God, ſhould AS TR 


DrArTEH For Every Man, Heb. ii. 8, 9. All 
Kings ſhall fall down before him, and all 


Nations ſhall ſerve him, ſays Iſaiah, Chrift 


is enter d into Heaven itſelf, now to appear 
in the Preſence of God for us, Heb. ix. 24. 
See alſo the 5th Chapter to the Romans, with 


our Author's Explanation. 


Scripture, with many more which might be 
produced, do chiefly relate to the Salvation 
of all Men, by the Grace of Redemption; 


thoſe which follow, and many more which 
might be produced from the Holy Scriptures, 
relate chiefly to the Grace of Superabundance, 


brought alſo to Men by Jeſus Chrift in the 


_ Goſpel; a Gift likewiſe of the gratuitous 
Goodneſs of God, thro' the Merit of our Re- 
deemer, which if made a good Uſe of will 
augment the Happineſs of that eternal Life 


which God, in Jeſus Chriſt, has abſolutely 
granted 70 all Men, and every individual of 
Mankind. © "TI 


Do not theſe py/ſitive Paſlages, in the 
Holy Scripture, ſpoken in ſuch general 
Terms, plainly point out to us, that God 
promiſed, and ſent his Chriſt, and our Re- 
8 3 | deemer, 


Nov, theſe poſitive Paſſages in Holy 
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deemer, abſolutely to ſave all Mankind? What 
ſeems to.me to have led to a contrary Opinion, 
is in a great Meaſure owing to the want of 
our Author's happy Diſtinction, of the two 
Sorts of Grace, and the two Sorts of eternal 
Life, brought to Men, by Feſus Chriſt. 

J am come, ſays our Saviour, hat they 
might have Life; and that they might have 
it more abundantly John x. 10. That they 
might have Life; there is, for the Life of 
the F Redemption and that they might have 
it more abundanthy, there is, for the Life by 
the Grace of Superabundance, or the Goſ- 
| fel Covenant: and *tis this neceſſary Diſtinc- 
tion, that reconciles many other Paſlages in 
Holy Scripture, relating to Man's Redemp- 
tion and future Happineſs, 

What follows, chiefly relates to the Grace 
of Superabindance, viz. St. Paul writing to 
the Hebrews, ſays, But without Faith it is 
impaſſible to pleaſe God; for be that cometh to 
God, muſt believe that he is; and that he is 
a Rewarder of thoſe that dili gently eek him; 
— and St, James ſays, That Faith 1s dead, 4 
and unprofitable, if not accompanied with 
good Works, Now theſe tuo Paſſages are as 

poſitive as thoſe brought to evince that all 

Mankind in general ſhall be finally Happy. 
Bat here, the Matter in Queſtion is, the 
eternal Life that anſwers to the Grace of 
Superabundance, and not the eternal Life 
e by the Grace 7 Redemption; which 
evidently 


(27) 
evidently appears by the Words St. Paul 
adds, after he had ſaid, That we muſt be- 


lieve that God is, (and that he is a Re- 


warder of them that diligently ſeek him) 
now, that Reward is the Fruit of their 
Faith, of their Love for God, and for their 
Net chbour, and of their Abplicatlon to keep 
all 1 Commandments: Now all theſe 


Things are the State of the Grace of Super- 


abundance. In like Manner our Author's 
Diſtinction, reconciles other ſuch like Paſ- 
ſages of the Holy Scripture, and gives us 
all reaſonable Hopes and Aſſurance that Je- 


ſus Chriſt came, was given, died, and ſa- 
tisfied for a// the Sins of Mankind ; and that 
he has moreover offered us the Means of 


augmenting our eternal Happineſs, by the 


Grace of Superabundance, viz, He died for 


All, that they which ve ſhould not hence- 
forth „ive unto themſelves, but wnto _ 
who died for them, 2 Cor. v. 15. 

Grate and Peace are multiplyed unto us, 
thro'. the Knowledge of God and of Jeſur 


| Chriſt our Lord; according as his Divine 
Power hath given unto us all Things that 


pertain unto Lie, and Godlineſs, 2 Fet. i. 2, 
3. Not every one that faith unto me Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, but he that doth the Will of my Father, 
which is in Heaven, Matt. vii. 21. But if 
you would enter into Life keep the Command- 
ments, Matt. xix, 17. For this Purpoſe the 


58 


1 1 . 


Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
fake away Sins, deſtroy the Works of the 


Devil, and and turn us from the Power 
of Satan unto God, 1 John iti. 8, Acts 
18. 2 9 


We both labour and ſuffer Reproach, be- 


cauſe we tru in the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of thoſe that 
believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. We have been call- 
ed unto Liberty, Gal. v. 13, | 


And now being made free from Sin, and 
become the. Servants of God, we ſhall be 

free indeed, having our Fruits unto Holineſs, 
and the End everlaſting Life, Rom. vi. 
22. John viii. 32. God hath not appoint- 
ed us to Wrath, but to obtain Salvation, by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; in whom believing we 
rejoice, with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 


1 Theſſ. v. 9. 1 Pet. i. 8. 


If any Man will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, and take up his Crofs daily, and 


follow after me, Luke ix. 23. fn Oh 
And the very God of Peace ſanctify you 


wholly; and I pray God the whole Spirit, 
and Soul, and Body be preſerved blamelefs, 


unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
EEC. 29. „ 8 

We are bound to give Thanks always un- 
to God, for you Brethren beloved of the 
Lord; becauſe God hath from the Begin- 
ning choſen you to Salvation, through Sanc- 


 tification of the Spirit, and Belief of the 


Truth, 


3 (29) 
Truth, 2 Theſſ ii. 13. whereunto he called 
you by our Goſpel, to the obtaining of the 
: Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 14. 
1 He that believeth on the Son of God, 
# hath the Witneſs in himſelf : He that be- 
lieveth not God, hath made him a Lyar, 


—- becauſe he believeth not the Record that 
ö God gave of his Son, 1 John v. 10. And 
1 this is the Record, that God hath given us 
1 eternal Life; and this Life is in his Son, 11. 
1 that is, by, or thro' his Son. And this is 
3 the Will of him that ſent me, that every 
4 one that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
7 may have everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe 
3 him up at the laſt Day, John vi. 40. He 
1 that believeth on the Son of God, hath ever- 
1 laſting Life, and he that believeth not the Son, 
1 ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God a- 
1 bideth on him, John iii. 36. —Whoſoever ſhall 
4 deny me before Men, him will J alſo deny be- 
1 fore my Fatber which is in Heaven, Matt. 
i = . 5 3 

5 This is indeed the Saviour of the World | 


$ Jobn. iv. 42. in whom we have Redemption, 
Eph. 1. 7. who is our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, 1 John ii. 1. and the Author of eternal 
7 Salvation unto all them that obey bim, Heb. 
God giveth the Holy Ghoſt fo them that 

obey him, and our Souls are purified in obeyirg 

the Truth thro' the Spirit: For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
Sons 


(39) 
Sons of God, being fan&ified by the bel 
Ghoſt, Acts v. 32. 1 Pet, iii. 22. Rom, 
viii. 14 Rom. xv. 16. Stand in awe, and 
In not; ſerve God acceptably, with Godly 1 
Fear and T; rembling, Pl. x. iv. Heb. xil. 5 
2 i. . 
| Herein is my Father glorify'd, that you f 
bear much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſ- bf 
ciples, John xv. 8. Except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all periſh, Luke xiti. 3. Return unto 
me, for I have redeemed you; return unto 
me, and I will return unto you, Iſa. xliv. 22. 
Mat. iii. 7. Repent ye and believe the Goſ- 
pel. Turn yourſelves from all your Tranſ- 
greſſions ; ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. 
Mat. i. 15. Ezek. xviii. 20. 
Put. off concerning the former Converſa- 
tion, the o Man, which is corrupt, ac- 
cording to the deceitful Luſts; and be re- 
newed in the Spirit of your Mind; and put on 
the new Man, which after God i 18 created ; 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph, iv. 
22, 23, 24. 
Bleſſed are they that 4h the mene 
e God; that they may have Right to the | 
| Tree of Life, and may enter in thro' the =. 
3 Gates, into the Holy City, the new Jeruſalem, — 
1 where they ſhall Reign for ever and ever, 
Rev. xxii. 14, 21. Having therefore 
theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
and es perfecting Holineſs in the 1 
0 


— — —— 


LY 
of God. 2 Cor. vii. 1, Seeing then that 
all theſe Things were for our Sakes, what 


manner of Men ought we to be in all holy 
_ Converſation and Godlineſs, 2 Peter iii. 11. 


2 Cor. iv. 15, For if we ſin ww:/fully, after 
that we have received the Knowledge of 
the Truth, and turn away from him 


that ſpeaketh from Heaven, there re- 


maineth 20 more Sacrifice for Sins, but 


a certain fearful Looking for of Judg- 
ment, and fiery Indignation, Heb. x. 26, 27. 
X11. 25, For we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, that every one may 


receive the Things done in his Body according 


to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad: Knowing therefore the Terrors of the 
Lord we fperſwade Men, 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. 


Now, that the Matter in queſtion in theſe 


Paſſages, and many more ſuch like to be 


met with, in the holy Scriptures, chiefly re- 


late to the Grace of Superabundance is, by 


the help of our Author's Diſtinction, not 
difficult to perceive. Lag 


Our Day of Grace of Superabundance cer- 


tainly ends with this Life; if we neglect to 
make a good Ule of it here, tis loſt for 
ever. To-day if you will bear, &c. This Life 
only is our Day of Salvation by the Grace of 


Superabundance. So that our great Care, Con- 
cern, and Fear in this World ſhould be, leſt 


we neglect to make a good Uſe of this Grace 
which is kindly offered us in the Geſpel, on 


purpoſe 


5 | "PR WAR 
purpoſe that we might obtain a Portion of the 
Fruits thereof; and to this Fear St. Paul ex- 
Cites us, when he tells us, wwe muſt work out ou;r 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling : And 'tis 


plain, that St. Pau! himſelf feared he was 


L wanting in that particular, in ſaying, he was 
afraid, leſt, after inſtructing others, he himſelf 


| ſhould be accounted a Reprobate or Caſt- 


A l Fr 
Ik fo great a Saint as St. Paul was this 
diffident of himſelf in this Particular, what 


Heed ought we to take leſt we fall? And as 


no one can be aſſured of actually having this 


Grace, ſo it ought to be the chief Buſineſs 
of our Lives to endeavour to obtain it, by 


earneſtly aſking it of God; and to make 


a good Uſe of it, if it ſhall pleaſe God to 


give it us, by living in Obedience to his 


Commands; that we may hereafter receive 


the Fruits of the good Works we ſhall do, 
thro' the Merits 5 Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
Now to ſettle the Means by which we 
may obtain the Grace of Superabundance, 
and may profit by it, is indeed the Office of 


the Church. But there remains no Occaſion 
for the Church to make any Regulation on 
the Subject of the Grace of Redemption ; that 

being a Privilege acquired for al, in virtue 
of the Sufferings of Tefus Chriſt, who died 
for all; a Gift of God, pure, fimple, and 


abſolute. 
St. 


. 
St. Paul ſays Poſitively that the being made 
alive in Jeſus Chriſt is a Gift of God, and 
the Effect of his good Pleaſure : And our 
Author obſerves, that there is not one fingle 
3 Sin of Mankind for which Jeſus Chriſt has 
3 not ſuffered, and which has not been puni/h- 
7 ed in him. All Men are redeemed from eter- 
nal Death; ſo that we may ſay after St. | 
Paul, that God has reconciled the World to 
1 himſelf, in Jeſus Chriſt, no more imputing 
'Y to the ew Man, the Sins of the old Man. | 
God is in Chrift reconciling the World to him- Y 
ſelf, not imputing to them their Treſpaſſes : 
And that general Pardon has ever for its 


0 Motive, the ſufficient Satisfaction which 
Jie Chrift has made to divine Juſtice for 
= an Men. —- i £1 
; And this Satisfaction of Chriſt is by no 
Means inconſiſtent with the Notion of God's 
free Pardon of Sin, For it was not that 
5 the Satisfaction of Cbriſt did, in firifneſs of 
N Juſtice, obige God to pardon; but, on the 
contrary, God's Reſolution to pardon Sin, 
| determined him freely to appoint and accept 
45 this Satisfaction: But the od Man, the car- 
Fx nal Man, the Man of Fleſh and Blood, 
© who is the Worker of Sin in us, and has no 
-Þ- Participation in the Grace of Redemption, 
qt: | ſhall be damned, deſtroyed, and. confound- 
= - ed for ever; the wicked ſhall not riſe or fland 
| in Judgment, Pſalm i. 5. Our Fuſtification, 
or Remiſſion of Sins, is called a 6, a 
5 N — |: - - 


(340) 
"ow Gift, five ſeveral Times in the Fifth to 
the Romans. — But this Ju/izfication is by the 
Grace of Redemption only; the Juſtification 
and Salvation offered to Men by the Goſpel 
Covenant, is the Fruit of the Grace of Su- 
perabundance. 

When God made us at firſt, he de f efign'd 
us for Happineſs ; and when we, by our Sin 
and wilful Miſcarriage, fell ſhort of the 
Happineſs which he deſign'd for us, he ſent 
his Son into the World for our Recovery, 
and gave his Son's rl for the Ranſom of 
our Souls, God hath not only promiſed Par- 
don and eternal Life to us; but he h&th alſo 
purchaſed theſe Bleflings for us, by the moſt 
endearing Price, the Blood of his own Son, 
and hath ſaved us in ſuch a manner as may 
 Juſtly aftoniſh us. 
| Upon theſe Confiderations we ſhould a- 
waken ourſelves to the Praiſe of God, and, 
with the holy Pſalmiſt, call upon our Spirits, 
and ſummon all the Powers and Faculties of 
our Souls to aſſiſt us in this Work. Bleſs 


the Lord O my Soul, and all that is within 


me bleſs his holy Name; Bleſs the Lord O my 
Soul, and forget not all bis Benefits; who 
forgiveth all thy Iniquittes ; who healeth all 
thy Diſeaſes ; who redeemeth thy Life from 
Deſtruction; who crowneth thee with loving 
| Kinaneſs and tender Mercies ; tis he that 2 
tisfies our Souls with good Things, that has 
een d eternal Life and N 40 us, 


Na. 
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and muſt confer and beſtow this upon us; 
therefore our Souls and all that is within us 


ſhould bleſs his holy Name, 


God has redeemed us from Hell; and the 


Death of Chriſt did not only exprate the 


Guilt of Sin, and paciſy Conſcience, by 
making a plenary Satisfaction to the divine 


| Juſtice, but did emznently contribute to the 


killing of Sin in us. Knowing this, that our 
old Man is crucified with him, that the Body 


/ Sin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we 


might not ſerve Sin, Rom. vi. 6. 
God ſending his own Son in the Like 
neſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin, that is, by 
being a Sacrifice for Sin, condemned Sin in 
the Fleſh, Rom. viii. 3. Our Saviour bore 
the inſupportable Load of a/l the Sins of all 
Mankind, and of the Wrath and Vengeance 


due to them; he ſuffered wholly for our Bene- 
fit and Advantage. We are God's Creatures, 


and he will not abandon the Mor of his own 
Hands. Beſides, he has promiſed to be more 
eſpecially concerned for good Men: Thou art 
ſore troubled in Mind for Vatl; loveſt 
Thou that People more than he that made 


them . ſays the Lord to Eſdras. 


God has redeemed us all from Hell and 


final Deſtruction, by the Death and Suffering 


of his Son ; and, notwithſtanding all our Ot- 

fences, does fill offer us Pardon and Peace, 

Life and Happineſs ſuperabundant, 
FF This 


„ OS 
This is the great Myfery of Godlinefi, 7 
that is, of the Chriſtian Religion, that God 3 
ſhould be manifeſted in the Fleſh, and be- f 
come Man, with a moſt gracious and mer- 
ciful Deſign to bring Man back again to 
God: That he ſhould become a miſerable 
and a mortal Man to ſave us from eternal 
Death, and to make us Partakers of eternal 
Life: That the Son of God ſhould conde- 
ſcend to inhabit our vile Nature for ur 
 Sakes: And all this, not only to repair thoſe. 
diſmal Ruins which Sin had made in it, and 
ji to reſtore us to our former Eſtate, but to bet- 
1 ter and advance our Condition; and by de- 
1 grees to bring us to a State of much greater 
= Perfection and Happineſs than that from 
which we fell. Jeſus Chri/t the beloved Son 
of God, and our Redeemer, hath once ap- 
1 peared in the End of the World, (i. e. in the 
it Goſpel Age, which is the 14% Age of the 
{l World) to take away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
ii J TO 
[| Now the perfect Obedience and great 


1 Sufferings of the Son of God our Redeemer, 
=: being all willingly performed in our Nature, 
bil. and accepted by God as done upon our Ac- 
count, may reaſonably be preſumed to re- 
dound to vir Benefit and Advantage, as 
much as if we ourſelves kad performed it in 
„ our own Perſons: Nothing being ſo proper 
| and fo available to make an honourable A- 
| mends and Satisfaction to the Juſtice of God 
19 5 for 
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for the Sins of all Mankind, as the voluntary 
Obedience and Sufferings of Human Nature 
in a Perſon of fo great Dignity and Dearneſs 
to God as his eternal and entirely beloved 
Son. — And, that Expiation of Sin was 
made by the Sufferings of Chri/ft ix our 
STEAD. I hall produce ſome plain Teſti- 
monies of Holy Scripture, which declare, 
aas clearly and as fully as it is poſſible 
. for Words to do it, That the Son of 
95 God, in order to the e ectual Expiation of 
Sin, ſuffered in our Stead, bore the Wrath 
_ of God, made a perfect Attonement, and 
obtained eternal Redemption, for us. 
1 This the Scripture declares to us in great 
„ . Variety of Expreſſions; as, that Cbriſt died 
— for us, and for our Sins; that he was a Sa- 
crifice for us, and a Propitiation for the Sins 
of the whole World; that is of all Mankind ; 
That he bore our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, and appeared, to take away Sin by the 
»} i Sacrifice of himſelf; that we are juſtified in his 
1 Blood, and redeemed by the Price of it: And 
in very many other Expreſſions to the ſame 
Purpoſe. And this is ſo evidently the Scope 
and Meaning of theſe Expreſſions, that it 
cannot be denied without offering the great- 
 eft Violence imaginable to the Holy Scriptures, 
For can any Man think, that God would 
have uſed ſo many Expreſſions in Scripture, 
the plain and moſt obvious Senſe of ol! 
= which 


( 38 
which is, that the Son of God ſuffered for 
cur Sins, and in our Stead; if this had not 


this be in Effect to ſay, that God had writ- 


ten a great Book to puzzle and confound, 
but not to inſtruct and teach Mankind? 
I will now ſingle out ſome few of theſe 


fim to be Sin for us, who knew no Sm: 
That is, he hath made him, who had 20 
Sin himſelf, a Sacrifice for our Sin. A- 


is goed us, and given himſelf for us, an Offer- 


. ſame Purpoſe tell us, That Chri/t alſo hath once 
4 1 ' for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that 

| he might bring us to God, being put to Death in 
if __ the Fleſh. Here Chriſt is fad to have ſuffered 
for Sin; and to declare that the Apoſtle did 


Place and Stead of the Sinner, he adds, the 
uſt for the Unjuſt : That is, the Son of God, 


| _ Occaſion of our Sins, but that he ſuffered in the 


[| Who was znnocent and bad no Sin , ſu ffered > 


| for us who were Sinners; or, as it is elſe- 
where expreſſed, He hath 5 our Sins in 
his own Body en the Tree. Chriſt, ſays St. 


the Sacriſices under tbe Law, which did, as 


been his De/gn and Meaning? Would not 


many Texts of Scripture, which might be 
produced to this Purpoſe. He hath made 


gain, Walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo hath 


1 ig and a Sacrifice to God, St. Peter to the 


not only mean that Chri/? ſuffered upon the 


Paul, was once offered to bear the Sins of 


many, Heb. ix. 28. This plainly alludes to 


——— AE No Ie 
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it were, bear the Faults of the Sinner. And 
this Expreſſion, of Chriſt's being offered to 


| bear our Fins, cannot be meant of his taking 


away our Sins by his Doctrine, which was 


confirmed by his Death, but of his bearing 


our Sins by way of Inputation, and by his 
Suffering for them in our Stead, as the Sacri- 


fice was ſuppoſed to do tor the Sinner. 
This, I ſay, is evident beyond all Denial, 


from the Oppoſition which follows, between 


his ft Appearance and his ſecond: Once 
hath he appeared in the End of the World, 


to take away Sin by the Sacrifice of him elf — 


Chriſt, was once offered to bear our Sins : But 


unto them that look for him, be ſhall appear a 


ſecond Time without Sin unto Satvation. Heb. 


ix, 26. — 28. Why, did he not appear the 
"y Time without Sin? Yes certainly, as to 


any inherent Guilt; for the Scripture tells 


us be had no Sin. What then is the meaning of 


the Oppoſition, that at his ii Coming be 


bore our Sins, but at his ſecond Coming he 


ſhall appear without Sin unto Satvation ? 
Theſe Words cau have no other imaginable 
Senſe but this, that at his %% Coming he 


ſuſtained the Pep ſon of a Simmer and ſuffered 


inſtead of us; but his ſecond Coming ſhall be 


upon another Account, and he ſhall appear 
without Sin unto Salvation; that is, not as 


a Sacrifice, but as a Judge to confer the Re- 


ward of eternal life upon thoſe who arc 
D 4 Par: AKCE3 
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Partakers of the Benefit of that Sacri ”" 


5 which he offered to God. for us in the Days of 
1 his Fleſh. 
1 Now, as our Author's neu Syſtem proves 


the Efficacy and Application of the Redemp- 
tion to all Men, as well as its Sufficiency ; 


and that Jeſus Chriſt has brought to Men | 
two Sorts of Grace, and two Sorts of eternal 


Life ; and that the good Works, as well as = 
the Suffering of Feſus Chriſt, are imputed *| 
to the new Man of every Man, ſo far as re- | 
1 gards the free Gift of eternal Life in Hea- F 
= ven, and Salvation of the Grace of Redemp- 1 
Fl tion; fo that the new Man of every Man | 
= ſhall be finally ſaved: We may well ſay r 
1 Cbriſt at his firſt Appearing acted and ſuf 
1 fered IN STEAD oF Us; but his ſecond dg 
i Coming ſhall be upon another Account, 1 
i and he ſhall appear without Sin unto Sal- 5 
I vation : That 1s, not as a Sacrifice, but as a | 
[i Saviour and a Judge, to confer eternal | 
— Life on the new Man of all Men; and the ) | 
1 Rewards of the good Uſe of the Grace of I 
ſil Superabundance upon thoſe who are Partakers 
0 of the Benefits of that Sacrifice, which he of-. 
W fered to God for us in the Days of his Fleſh. is 
i The worthy and good Prelate who ſpeaks 1 
to us above, concerning the Salvation of ß 
Man in Jeſus Chriſt, ſays, that God hath ſaved 5 


us in Jeſus Chriſt, in ſuch a Manner as may 

Juſih aſtoniſh us. And would it not be till 
more aſtoniſhing, that it ſhould be in the 

Power 
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5 
Pewer of the Devil or Man, to fruſtrate ſo 
gracious and ſo aſtoniſhing a Deſign, of the 
Goodneſs of God and his eternal and entirely 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, to ſave all Men: For 
Teſus Chriſt's Sacrifice of himſelf, to take away 
Sin, is God's laſt Means to ſave the World. 


And ſhall theſe /aſt Means prove ineffeftual? 


That I think is all together unimaginable. 
It may however be too difficult a Taſk 


for us clearly to comprehend all the Myſtery 


of the Redemption of Man; that great Sal- 


vation, tbe Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, which the Angels de- 


| fired to look into; or to ſhew that God, 
without 77juring his Juſtice, has ever for 
Mankind the /me infinite Goodneſs and 
the ſame infinite Mercy ; and that he w/ls 


the Salvation of all. This laſt indeed, 


our Author's Theological Treatiſe has done 


to our Hands, beyond any thing I have 


ever yet met with. And if it be neceſſary 


we may farther ſay, that Mankind are a- 


greed, that the 1deas of Goodneſs and Juſtice 


are inſeperably connected with the Idea of 
God. But theſe Attributes of God are not 


to be ſet in Oppoſition to each other; for 


if we trace them up to their Origin, we ſhall 


find, that Goodneſs is as it were the Center 
, Fuſtice, the laiter loſing itſelf in the for- 


mer. If ſo, what can we preſume concern- 


ing the State of Mankind, thoſe Creatures 


who came from the Hands of God, who is 
4 


(42) 
a Self-ſufficient and perfectly happy Being, 
but that they will be rendered as happy as 
their finite Capacities will admit of ? | 
The perfectly happy Being wanting no- 
thing for himſelf, cannot create Beings with 
a View of making any Addition to his own 
Felicity. It muſt then be to make zheſe Be- 
ings happy as he himſelf is, in Proportion to 
finite and infinite. Hence it follows, that 
the Idea of infinite Goodneſs is inſeparable 
from that of an infinitely Happy Being. The 
pure and perfect Good cannot do or confer 
any Thing but what is good. This Idea of 
Goodneſs in the Dezty is a po/itzve one, which 
Juſtice is not. Equity without diſpute con- 
ſtitutes the Eſſence of Juſtice; and infinite 
Goodneſs and perfect Equity do harmoniouſ- 
1 ly agree, and cannot be ſet in Oppoſition. 
Hence it follows, that the Effects of ſovereign 
1 Goodneſs are never ſuſpended, but that we 
| ever ſhare of them, even when under Punich- 
ment. 1 Yo 
Sad created Man a free Agent; a con- 
| fined Liberty is no Liberty; and a Being 
without Liberty would no longer be a Man. 
Now it is certain that infinite Goodneſs can- 
not make a Preſent of any Thing to Man, $ 
but what is for his good. Man cannot for- -— 
fert the free Gift of God, promiſed in Feſus | 
Cbriſt before the Foundation of the World; : 
that eternal Life in Heaven is ſecured to him 
by the Grace of Redemption; but he my | 
a 
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fall ſhort of the Fruit of the Grace of Su- 


perabundance, which is offered to Chriſtians 


in the Goſpel Covenant; he may fail of a- 


menting his eternal Lite of Happineſs in 


Heaven, if he neglects to make a good Uſe 
of this Grace: For 'tis with regard only to 
this Grace of Superabundance effered to Men, 


that Man has free Will given bim. 


But it will be ſaid, that in the holy 'Scrip- 


| tures we find repeated Expreſſions which 


ſeem to contradict this Notion, vs. thoſe of 


Eternal-Fire, of the Weorm that never dieth, 
Kc. But are not the Terms Eternal, Eter- 
nity, and Never, very equivocal, both in 
Greek and Hebrew ; moſt commonly ſignify- 
ing a long Period of Time, and ſometimes 


an indefinite Time? It is ſaid, the Slave (hall 


continue in his Maſter's Houſe for ever; 
and Jeremy ſpeaks of the Temple and Sacri- 
Aces, as of Things that never were to be a- 


boliſhed, and the like. 


Now, let us agree upon an ace nr 


principle for underſtanding the holy Scrip- 
tures:— It contains Truths which we may 


call Eternal and Unchangeable, which are the 


Foundation of all the reſt, independent of 
Expreſſions, Figures, Parables, Sc. Of this 


Sort are the SHirituality, Eternity, Ojuni po- 
fence of God, and whatever elſe we can 


know of his Perfections. Next to theſe, 


which ſerve as a Foundation to all the reſt, 
we find in holy Scripture, God's Dejignr of 


ſaving 
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the Baſis of all Religion, ; and as there are 
in Scripture a prodigious Number of figura- 


tive, allegorical, equivocal, and even ſeem- 


ingly contradictory Expreſſions, we muſt 
judge of their true Senſe, not by what the 
Words ſeem to import, but by thoſe un/baken 


Truths that never vary. Thus we ſee the 
Spirituality of God takes away the literal 
Senſe of his Eyes, Hands, Noſtrils, &c. in 


like manner, his Sanctity will not allow us 
to aſcribe to him the Paſſions of Wrath, 


Fealouſy, Fury, and Partiality. Thus this 
- unerring Rule is applicable to a 7houſand 
Places in holy Scripture, and would clear up 
abundance of Difficulties if rightly applied. 


2 three or four Expreſſions, of Everlaſt- 
ing, the Worm that never dieth, &c. ſupport 
the Eternity of Hell-Torments, which may be 


taken in different Senſes : Yar thoſe an- 


e Baſis of all 
Religion, do ſupport the contrary Opinion, 


changeable Truths, which are t 


God is wiſe, juſt, and good. Juſtice is not 
oppoſite to Goodneſs, nor Goodneſs to Ju- 
ſtice ; nay they are 10 inſeperable, that we 


cannot ſuppoſe a Man to be juſt, unleſs he is 


good, or good unleſs he is juſt. In God 


Goodneſs and Juſtice are boundleſs, If 
God's Juſtice is not attended either with 


Hatred, Fury, or Revenge, but is inſepera- 
ble from infinite Goodneſs, can we conceive 


it will condemn Millions of Creatures, form- 


ed 
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ed after God's own Image to dreadful and 
never ending Miſery ; and even doom them 


to the Hatred of God, to Rage, to Deſpair, 


and Blaſphemy, to all Eternity ? May we not 
rather on the contrary ſay, that the chief 
Buſineſs of his ſovereign Juſtice is, to make 
juſt whatever is unjuſt, and to render the 
Crooked ſtraight? 

The new Teſtament tells us almoſt in 


every Page, that the Deſign of Jeſus Chriſt's 
coming into the World was, 70 ſave all Men. 
And is it not ſurprizing that the Expreſſion 


All Men, ſo often repeated, ſould make no 


| Impreſſion on the Minds of Men, while 


thoſe of Eternity and for Ever have been re- 
ceived without Reſtriction? Does not God's 


declaring his Deſire that all Men ſhould be 
Javed, expreſs a poſitive Will, which ſooner 
or later will have its Effect, and not a bare 


Wiſh that all Men may be ſaved? No ſooner 
did Adam fall, but the Promiſe of Salvation 


was made to him and his Poſterity : For, God 


Foreſeeing that Adam would fin, Chriſt was de- 
creed before the Foundation of the World, not 


only as the Remedy upon the Occaſion of 


Sin, but znſtead of the Sinners. As in Adam 
all die, ſo in Chriſt i ALL be made alive, 
ſays St. Paul. Now as it is paſt Difpute; 

that in Adam all die, ſo is it unexceptionably 
true, that in Chriſt ALL ball be made alive. 
But what the Apoſtle ſubjoins, is a Proof 
that this will happen at fe ent Periods: 
. But 
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But every Man, ſays he, in his own Order ; 
Chriſt the firſt Fruits, afterwards they whi < 
are Chriſt's at his coming. Tis plain, by this 
coming, he means the laſt Judgment ; and by 
thoſe that are Chriſt's, (tho' all are Chriſt's 
in ſome Senſe) the Souls of the Juſt by the 
Grace of Superabundance ; that is, thoſe "who | 
have obey'd and perform d, to the utmoſt 
of their Power, the Terms in the Goſpel Co- 
venant ; thole are the Righteous whom 
Teſus Chriſt will, at that Day, more parti- 
culary call the Beloved of his Father, &c, 
Tis the good or ill Uſe of the Grace f Su- 
perabundance, which fixes the Difference 
that ſhall be found among the Elec in Hea- 
ven, from thoſe who have had only the 
Grace of Redemption; for as one Star differ- 
eth from another Star, &c. ſo there will be 
different degrees of Happineſs i in Heaven, — 
One Manſion for the barely redeem'd new 
Man; and many Manſions for thoſe of the 
Redeem' d, who ſhall have profited in this 
Life, by the Grace of Superabundance. And 
tis the od Man, the worker of Sin in us, who, 
at the laſt Day of Judgment, ſhall be caſt 
into the 1 of Fire, with the Devil and 
bis Angels, becauſe his Name was not writ- 
ten in the Book of Life — And whoſtever 
das not found written in the Book of Life, 
Was caſt into the Lake of Fire, Rev. xx. 15. 
For then the 0/4 Man ſhall be intirely ſepe- 
rated from the new Man; they were ſown 
er 
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together, but they ſhall be ſeperated ; one 
ſhall enter into Heaven, the other ſhall periſh 
for ever, and be overwhelm'd with Male- 
ditions ; that the Grace of Redemption may 
triumph, and the Law of God may be 
guſtified, 3 
Fieſus Chriſt is declared to be the Saviour 


of the World; he came to ſave the SPIRITS 


of all Men, and not to deſtroy them. But 
notwithſtanding that, many chooſe Perd:- 
tion thro' the broad Way that leads to it; 


and 2h Chriſt died for all, yet all are not 


equally benefited by the Grace he brought 
them. So that, at the laſt Day, tho' CHhriſt will 
call the Righteous, by Grace ſuperabundant, 
the oe/l beloved of his Father, he will exe- 
crate the Wicked, that is, the old Man: For 


now the old and new Man ſhall be en- 


tirely ſeperated. And tho' the new Man of 


the Sinner, who has always rejected and 


abuſed Grace ſuperabundant, cannot, in- 


deed, be entituled to a Reward, having done 


no good Works, yet as he allo is redeem'd by 


| Fefus Chriſt, and juſtify'd by the Merits and 


Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt for all Men, he will 
finally be ſaved. For the Son of God, in 
order to the effe#ual Expiation of Sin, ſuf- 
fered in our ſtead ; he bore the Wrath of God 


for us; he made a perfect Atto nement for 


Sin, and obtain'd ETERNAL Rede mption for 
us. Chrift ſuſtain'd the PERSON of @ Sinner, 
and bore the Paults of the Sinner ; he bore 

: our 
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our Sins by way of Imputation. And the 


good Works of Jeſus Chriſt being alſo impu- 
ted to the new Man of every Sinner, ſo far 
as regards the mere Grace of Redemption, he 


ſhall be finally ſaved, tho not rewarded, 
when it ſhall pleaſe God fo to exalt this care- 
leſs and negligent neu Man, as to fit and qua- 


lify him for an Admittance into Heaven 
before the End comes: But, in the mean 
time, he muſt expect to inherit the Fruit of 
his own Folly and Neglect. 3 
St. Paul, writing to the Theſſalbnians, ſays, 
And the very God of Peace ſandify you 
WHOLLY ; and I pray God the WHOLE Spi- 
RIT, SOUL, and Bop, be preſerved, BLAME= 
LESS, unto the coming of our Lord Teſus 


Chriſt, It would ſeem by this remar- 


kable Prayer of St: Paul, that (beſides 


the infinite Loſs of the Fruit of Grace 
ſuperabundant, and the grievous Anguiſh 
of Mind he may feel after Death) tho” 
the new Man of the impenitent Sinner is 


at laſt ſaved by the Grace of Redemp- 


tion, he may be, at the Day of Judgment, 


a Being greatly inferior to the zew Man of 


the Righteous, who has preſerved himſelf 
blameleſs, both in Spirit, Soul and Body, 
unto the coming of the Lord. So that it 
ſeems the whole Man may not be ſaved. 
For ſomething muſt go to the Compoſition 
of the old Man of every impenitent Sinner; 


( 49). 

Put what that is, we may never know till 
the laſt Day. | 
St. Paul ſays expreſily, that there is in 
every Man two Men, viz, the old and the 
new Man; he moreover fays, that Man is 
compoſed of three Parts, that is, the Spirit, 


the Soul, and the Fleſh or Body. Now, if the 
ſenſitive Soul and Body do go to compoſe 
what St. Paul calls the old Man of the ini- 


penitent Sinner, and becomes the OHiect of 


the Wrath of God at the laſt Day; and the 
rational Soul, or Spirit, be the redeemed new 
Man of ſuch a Sinner; altho' ſuch new Man 
be finally faved, yet it may be a Being very 
inferior to the new Man of the Righteous by 
Grace ſuperabundant, Well therefore might 
our blefled Saviour fay, What is a Man 
_ profited, if he ſhall gain the whole World, 
and loſe his own Soul : ; or what ſhall a Man 


give in exchange for bis Soul? wi; Je abteb, 


anime ejus. Eraſmus notes, the three Parts 
in every Man, viz. The Spirit, the Sor, 
and the Fleſh or Body ; agreeable with St. 
Paul, Ifaiah, and Daniel. Quibus ex locis 


non ablurde colligit triplicem hominis porti- 


onem: Corpus five carnem, infimam noſtri 
partem, cui per genitalem culpam legem 
inſcripſit peccati ſerpens ille veterator, qua 
ad turpia provocamur, ac victi ! con- 
nectimur: Shiritum vero qua divine nature 


ſimilitudinem exprimimus, in qua conditor 
8 de fuæ mentis — cternam 
3 ie 
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illam honeſti Igem inſculpſit, digito, hoc 
eſt ſpiritu ſuo. Hac Deo conglutinamur, 
unumque cum eo reddimur. Porro tert iam, 
et inter ipſam mediam ani mam conſtituit, 
quæ ſenſuum ac motuum naturalium fit 


capax. Ea velut in factioſa republica non 


poteſt non alterutri partium accedere. Hine 


atque hinc ſolicitatur anima, liberum habet 


utro velit inclinare. — Si carni renuncians 
ad ſpiritus partes ſeſe traduxerit, fiet et 7þ/a 


 ſpiritualis, —Sin ad. carnis cupiditates ſemet 


abjecerit, degenerabit et zp/a in corpus— 


fic anima conſtituit homines: Spiritus pros, 
caro impios, anima neutros. Quicqu id anj- 
male, medium et indifferens, ERAasMus, 
ExcHIRID. . 


Man conſiſting of both Soul and Body, as 


it often is; ar for the ig Soul, as it is 
_deftinguiſhed from the immortal Spirit. 
But this My/ery of the Separation of the 


old Man from the new, may never be un- 


folded to us in this Life. 


St. Paul, as we mentioned above, in fay- 
ing Chriſt the firſt Fruits, afterwards thoſe 
which are Chr:/t.s at bis coping to. judge the 


Warld, means, by thoſe which. are Chriſt's, 


thoſe who are juſt by the Grace of Superabun- 
dance, according to the Terms of the Goſ- 
. fel Covenant, the righteous and wel- belrusd 


og 


| Now, the Soul may well be underſtood 
either for the zob/e Part of Man, diftinguith- 
ed from the Body; or elſe for the 3 a of 


- 
. 
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pf the Father, Nevertheleſs he afterwards 
peaks of another future Period, which he 
calls the End; and then the End ſball come, 
when Chriſt ſhall have delivered up the King- 
dom to God, even the Father, that all Things 


_ ſhould be ſubected to Him + That is, ſhould 


be for ever in a voluntary Subjection to God. 


And before this End comes, may not the 


new Man, of the impenitent Sinner barely 
redeemed by the Grace of Redemption, be 
exalted by God, and be made fit, and capa - 
ble, to enjoy that eternal Life in Heaven, 
which is the free and abſolute Gift of God in 


 Yeſus Chriſt to the new Man of every Man? 


| The laſt Enemy that ſpall be deflrayed, ſays 
St. Paul, is Death, Now the Seperation 
of the Soul fram the Body, is not the Death 


here meant, for after the Coming of Chriſt 


there is no room for that Death. And that 
the Death here mentioned is not femporal 


Death, appears plainly, for St. Pau ranks 
it with the Enemies of God, over whom 


ſus Chriſt ſhould reign till they were de- 


ſtroyed. Temporal Death is no Enemy, but 
an Agent in God's Hands, to execute his 


Orders; but tis piritual Death, which is 


called Enmity againſt God, a Rebellion of the 


Creature againſt the Creator; tis, tis Death 
to which the Title of Enemy perfectly a- 


Tom when Chriſt hath delivered up che 


Kingdom to his Father, then God is ſaid 
* ˙V 


THY. 


Py be All and in All. But theſe Words could 
have no Senſe, if Hell Jor ments were eter- 


nal. God can never be All and in Al, but 
by reftoring the Order of Things. Indeed 


theſe Words are an irrefragable Argument 
for the Abolition of Sin and Hell, and the 


Reſtoration of all the Creatures; which 18 


further confirmed by St. Paul's Exclamation, 
O Death where is thy Sting? O Grave 


 wobere is thy Victory? Now if Death and the 
Grave have no other Sting but Sin, and this 


Sting muſt be:deſtroyed, does it not follow, 
that Hell muſt be deſtroyed alſo ? Since *tis 


certain, that if Sin were filled in Men, there 
would be no Hell for Men: And this our 
| Redeemer hath already done for the new 
Man of every Man; for at the laſt Day the 
old Man will be ſeparated from the new 
Man, and be W en and eee for 
ever, "5 


In the ſecond Chapter to the Hebrews, 


*tis ſaid, That Jeſus Chriſt taſted Death for 
all Men. And elſewhere, That he is made 
the Propitiation for the Sins of the whol: 


World, and that every Knee ſhall bow at the 
Name of Jeſus, of Things in Heaven, &c. 


And the 44% Verſes of the fifth Chapter to the 


Romans, are very clear in this Caſe, where the 


Apoſtle compares Jeſus Chri/t to Adam, and 


diſtinguiſhes the Fruits we reap from each; 
As by one Man Sin entered into the Warld, 


nd Death by Sin, fo that WAS is paſſed upon 


all 


) . 
, 


8 
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(53) | 

all Men In like Manner, By the Righteouſ- 
neſs of one, the Gift is come upon ALL Men 
to JUSTIFICATION of Life, For, adds he, 
as by , the Obedience of one, many, &c. 
This Word many, here, undoubtedly com- 


prehends all Mankind. 


All were made Sinners by Adam, there- 
ore all ought to be made righteous by Chriſt, 


And here we may very juſtly apply that ex- 


cellent but abuſed Text, Where Sin did a- 


bound, Grace did much more ſuperabound. 


That is, the Grace of Jeſus Chrift is fo 


abundant, that it ſhall at 4% defiroy the Sins 


of all Mankind; ſo that, as Sin has reigned: 


_ unto Death, in like Manner Grace ſhould 
reign by Righteouſneſs, unto everlaſiing Life. 


As if he had ſaid, the Reign of Sin and 


Death muſt come to an End, to make 
room for that of Grace through all Eternity. 


For Jeſus Chriſt is declared, to come into 
the World, to fmſh Tranſgreſſiun, and make 

an End of Sin, and to make Interceſſion for 
Iniguity, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſ- 


Having conſidered the End of Chriſt's 


Coming, let us now examine the Na- 


ture of God's Juſtice. And in the ſecond 
Commandment we find. a poſitive Decla- 


ration of the eternal Laws of Juſtice and 


Mercy. For there, firſt, God ſhews him- 


ſelf as a powerful and jealous God, puniſh- 


ing Iniquity to the fourth Generation ; 
8 E 3 - 0. Way 


—— 


6 
but then repreſents himſelf as exertin 
Mercy to Thouſands of Generations. D 


not this ſhew plainly, that ice in his 
in 


L 4 


Puniſhments is reſtrained within certain 
Bounds, whereas Mercy knows no Limits? 


But you will object, if Bounds be ſet to 


the divine Juſtice, what becomes of its Infi- 


- nity? To which we anſwer, That divine Juſ- 
tice, conſidered in itſelf, is without Bounds ; 


but its Infinity does not conſiſt in puniſh- 
ing without Bounds, but in being nfinzte- 
ly equitable, in adjuſting with :nfinite Exact- 
neſs the Proportions of Rewards and Punſh- 
ments, ſo that it incline not to one Side more 


than another. Was it to puniſh infinitely, 


there muſt needs be a heavier Weight in 
the Scale of Rigour, than in that of Ciemen- 
cy, which cannot ſuit with the Idea of 
fie God will not always chide, nor keep 


is Anger for ever: Only . "ag the old Man, 
. How much 


that Root of Sin in all 
ſhe, Babylon, hath glorified herſelf and lived 
bring i 


ed, in proportion to his Sufferings in this 
World: And Dives was tormented, in pro- 
portion to the ſenſual Pleaſures and Luxu- 
ries of his former Life. 8 


Now, tho' it may be neceſſary to ſet 
before Men the Terrors of the Lord, as a 


Means to awaken their Attention, and lead 


them to Virtue; yet the too often threaten- 


ng 


, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give 
her, Rev. xviii. 7. So Lazarus is comfort- 
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18 
ing them with Hell- Fire, and inſiſting on 
the Eternity of Hell. Jorments, has not ſo 
7 5 an Effect on the Lives of Men, as 
ome People may imagine. For we daily fee, 
that the greater Number of Chriſtians, who 
Arvtitolhy profeſs the Bel;zf of the Eternity 


of Hell Torments, are ſo far from uſing it as 


a Motive to Holineſs, that it is only made a 
Handle to Sloth and Security, This may 
ſeem a Paradox, but it is no hard Matter to 
explain it. For the greater Diſproportion 


the Puniſhment Men are threatened with 


ſeems to have, either with their Crimes, or 


the Ideas they form to themſelves of the 
Mercy of God, the more confidently * 


perſwade themſelves that eternal Fire wi 


not be their Lor. 


Nay, even Sinners of the fl Magnitude 
hope to eſcape Hell, either by repenting, as 
they propoſe to do ſooner or later, or thro” 
the infinite Mercy of God: For it is as eaſy, 


ſay they, for God to pardon the greateſt, as_ 


the leaſt Sinners; by a ſingle Act of his 
Will, he can make a Creature happy for 
ever, or let him periſb eternally; ſurely he 


will not chooſe the laſt, becauſe that would 


ſuppoſe Cruelty in an infinitly merciful Being. 
Thus it is plain, that, the more terrible 
Hell Fire becomes, by ſuppoſing it eternal, 
every one more eaſily perſwades himſelf, that 
divine Mercy will exempt him from it. 


* 
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Now, if inſtead of determining the Dura- 
tion of the Torments, which Sinners muſt un- 


dergo, the Teachers would reſt ſatisfied with 


telling them, what we find in the ſecond 
Chapter to the Romans, That, there ſhall 


be Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul 


that doth Evil; and that in ſo juft a Propor- 
tion, that every one ſhall bear ths Puniſhment 


of his Iniquity, and ſhall eat the Fruit of his 


Works: It would then be impoſſible for the 
Conſcience of the moſt Profligate as 5 


acquieſce in this Judgment, nor coul 


one flatter himſelf with Impuntty, under 


any Pretext whatever. 


This unchangeable Truth, That God ſhall 
render to every Man accordii ng to his Works, 
ſo often repeated in the Holy Scripture, is 
_ written in indeliablèe Characters on the Con- 
ſciences of all Men, They all know that 


the Idea of Proportion is inſeparable from 


that of Equity. But no Proportion can be 


found betwixt a wicked Life, of only a. few 


| Years, and eternal Torments ; nor is there leſs 
Diſproportion found between ſuch Puniſh- 


ment and boundleſs Mercy. 


Perſons in the firſt Caſe are only actuated 
| by a ſervile Fear, that permits them to be 
eaſily ſatisfied, if they forſake ſcandalous Sins, 
which put them in fear of Hell; and therefore 
when once they come to lead a good Life, 
according to the World, they fancy them- 
{elves entirely ſcreened from eternal Damna- 


— 


he reap. 
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tion, ſo that they need not give themſelves 
any further Trouble; they are content with 
the loweſt Place in Paradice; and provided 
they do but eſcape Hell, they aſpire at no- 
thing more. But he who are actuated by 
the /irong Impreſſions of this Truth, That 
God will render to every Man according to. 
his Works, are ſet to act after another 
Manner: They know that God cannot be 
mocked ; but whatever a Man ſo40s that ſhall 


The Juſtice of God may ſeem to be moſt 


_ highly magnified, by ſuppoſing that it puts 


an abſolute Neceſſity upon him, either of 


_ inflicting an infinite Puniſhment, or of de- 


manding an 77finite Satisfaction. But they 
who ſo ſpeak, ought at the ſame Time to 


conſider on the other Hand, that they leave 


no room either for Goodneſs or Mercy : And 
that the Holy Scripture, on the contrary, 


always ſpeaks, even of the ſufficient Satiſ- 


faction of Chriſt, not as a Price or Equiva- 
lent, which made our Pardon due by a Claim 
of Right, but as a Means freely appointed, 


and freely accepted, by the mere Mercy and 
Compaſſion of the Father; who, as ſupreme 


Governor of all Things, remits voluntarily 


of his own Right, in what Meaſure and up- 
on what Terms he pleaſes. In like Manner, 


ſome Men imagine they greatly magnify _ 

the ſuperabundant Grace of God, when they 

aſcribe to its Operation the whole and entire 
AE GEM Progreſs 


; 
| 
| 
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Progreſs of evety good Work : But if they 


| look at the fame Time to the other Part 
of the Queſtion, they muſt find, that by 


leaving nothing at all for the Vill of Man 
to do, they make him to be a Subject no 


more capable of Religion than the Beaſts 


that periſh, or even than /zfeleſs Matter itſelf. 
But to return more expreſsly to our Au- 

thor, and to ſum up to you the chef of 

what is advanced in his new Syſtem,' and to 


give you my Opinion on the whole, and ſo 
put an End to this long, and, I am afraid, 
tedious Epiſtle, which more Leifure indeed 


might have made ſhotter. 


Our Author fays, after St. Paul, That 
every Man is to be conſidered in wo dif= 
_ ferent Lights; he is the od Man, ſo far as 
he partakes of Adam, but he is the new 
Man as made alive in Jeſus Chrift, He 


proves alſo, from the fifth Chapter of St. 


Paul to the Romans, That the Application 


of the Redemption of Jeſus Cbriſt, is as the 
Application of the Sin of Adam; and that 
this Redemption is ſo efficactous, as finally to 


fave the new Man of every Man; and this 


he calls the Grace of Redemption, which is 


accorded to all Men, by the Promiſe of God 


in Peſus Chriſt, which Promiſe of God is eter- 


nal Life in Heaven, But the old Man, cor- 


rupted in Adam, the Man of Sin, the Wor- 
ker of Sin in us, to whom the Promiſes of 
Life were not made, and who, having no 

| Participation 
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Participation in the Grace of Redemption, 
will for ever be the O4je# of the Exe- 
cration of God; and on Him it is, that 
all the Threatenings contained in the Law 
are to fall; tis He, who at the /a/f Day will 
be thrown into the Lake of Fire with the 
Devil and his Angels; for then he will be 
entirely ſeperated from the new Man, made 
alive in Jeſus Chriſt, and be confounded for 
ever. But what this / Man will then be, 
and of what compounded, is the Myſtery 
which he cannot form a perfect Idea of, 
and perhaps it may not be wnfolded to us 

till the /aff Day. TE toe A 
 Tefus Chriſt has brought to Men two Sorts 
of Grace, and two Sorts of eternal Life, 
the Grace of Redemption, and the Grace of 
Superabundance, The firſt we have men- 
tioned above, which is a bare Admittance 
into Heaven before the End of Time, a free 
and abſolute Gift, by Promiſe of God before 
the Foundation of the World; for God fore- 
ſeeing that Adam would fin, Jeſus Chriſt 
was appointed the Remedy. But the Grace 
of Superabundance is the Means offered to 
Chriſtians, whereby they may obtain, thro' 
the Mercy of our Redeemer, an nfinztely 
_ bigher Degree of Glory in Heaven: This 
Grace is not given by Promiſe, though it be 
a free Gift of the gratuitous Goodneſs of 
God, which he refuſes to no one, who will 
make à good Uſe of it. ES. = 
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ball be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. 


( 60 "RE 
All Men, our Author fays, will not have 


the ſame Happineſs in Heaven; for to obtain 
the higher Degree of Glory in Heaven, 
which is the Fruit of the Grace of Supera- 


bundance, we muſt do all that ae are able, 


to comply with the Terms of the Goſpel Cove- 
nant, Our Author no where ſays, we ſhall 
only ſuffer in this Life, But he ſays indeed, 
that he who do their beſt Endeavours to 


profit by the Grace of Superabundance, have 
no Reaſon for any other Fear, than that of 


not obtaining the Fruit of that Grace, 


which is an eternal Happineſs in Heaven, 


_ infinitely beyond that of the Grace of Re- 


demption, common to all Men. And 'tis to 


this Fear, he ſays, St. Paul excites us, 
when he tells us, we muſt work out our Sal- 
vation, (that great Salvation which is the 
Fruit of ſuperabundant Grace) with Fear 
and Trembling, And even St. Paul himſelf 

feared he was wanting in that Particular, in 

ſaying, he was afraid, leſt after inſtructing 
others, he himſelf ſhould be a Reprobate or 
Caſi-away, St. Paul very well knew, that 
all the Sufferings of this Life were not to 
be compared with the Glory and Happineſs, 


which Men might obtain, by living vir- 


tuouſly in this Life, and improving that 
Grace ſuperabundant : Fer J reckon, ſays He, 
that the Sufferings of this Time are not 


worthy to be compared with the Glory which 


Now, 


fy 
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' Now, tho' no Man knows, or can be 
aſſured in this Life, of his having that Grace, 
yet it behoves every one to endeavour after 
it, to 4 it continually of God, and to obey 
God to the utmoſt of his Power, that at 
leaſt when he comes to die, he may be re- 
ceived into Paradiſe, there to remain until 
it ſhall pleaſe God to exalt him, and make 
him capable of the Happineſs of Heaven ; 
for whether he has ſo done his Duty as to 
be entituled to a Reward, through the Me- 
rits of his Redeemer, at the Day of Judg- 
ment, .he may not yet be aſſured of, L 
Our Author ſhews us that Liberty is a 
Preſent to Man, worthy of: God to ee J 
becauſe that Freedom of Will cannot but con- 
tribute to Man's Happineſs, if he chooſes 
to make a good Uſe of it, by obeying, to the 
utmoſt of Nis Power, the Terms of the Goſ- 
8 fel Covenant. For it is to be obſerved, that 
it is not in Man's Power to uſe that Liberty | 
ſo, as finally to loſe eternal Life in Heaven; 
1 becauſe that is God's free and abſolute Gift 
to all Men by Promiſe. But if Man will 
not make a ny, Uſe of this Liberty, but 
delivers himſelf. over. to his Luſts, though he: 
ſhould be /aved before the End of Time, his 
Sufferings may be ſuch as he ought to Fear. 
Our Sins, as our Author obſerves, cannot: 
ſubject the new Man to eternal Pains, be- 
oh thoſe Sins are the Deeds of the old Man, 
| ne Warker of Sin in us; and theſe Deeds 


of 


(62) 
of the old Man in Adam, are the vrry Sins 
pumPſhed really in Jeſus Chriſt, in our Stead 
and upon or. Account, with reſpect to the 
eternal Pains the whole Man has deſerwed in 
Adam; but the new Man is neverthelefs 
ſubject to Pains temporal, fuch as we ought ta 
fear, if we live /infully; and Time, as our 

Author fays, is not ended till after the 
Day of Judgment; and as the good Works, 
-- well as the Sufferings of Jeſus Chrift' are TE RK 
imputed to the new Man of every Man, fo i 
far as regards the Grace of Redemption, the 
New Man will therefore, before the Eud f 
Time, be ſaved, and ſo far exalted and fitted, 
as to have Admittance into the 40 Man- 
| fion in his Father's Houſe : But then, how 
5 grievous in the mean Time may be the Sor- 
Tow, the Shame, the Anguifh of Mind, of 
the new Man of every Man who lives 
IAnfully, and dies without a fincere ws age! 
tance and Amendment of Life? 

Our Author ſays, that the Pagans, a0 
cording to the Words of Jeſus Chrift, (hall 
are better at the Day of Judgment than the 

Libertines. Hence the new Man of one Sin- 

ner may fare better than the new Man of 
another Sinner. And the Reaſon why the 
new Man of the Sinner, even of the f Mag- 
nitude, is finally ſaved, is, — to our 
Author, becauſe God's Pardon for Sins, and 

granting Man this Favour, has ever for its 

Motive the /i ent Satisfaction which Gl | 

| Cori 


„„ TO 
* 


11 en rwror gg ty 


e 
Chriſt has made to divine Juſtice for the 
Sins of the whole World, 5 

But though our Sins cannot damm the 
new Man, they however ſalect him to a 
temporal Puniſhment, and if you will, ſays 
our Author, to an eternal one, to a Sort of 
Guilt that draws on him an Excly/ion from 
the State of the Grace of Superabundance 
for ever. This Sort of Guilt, when the 
new Man comes to know his infinitely great 
Loſs, thro' his own ſhameful Neglect and 
Wickedneſs, may moreover occaſion a Sort 
of Grief and Remorſe, little inferior to the 
greateſt Pain, and in it's Duration in a Man- 
ner infinite! Now, though in this 7% Par- 
ticular, our Author is not ſo full and clear 
as I could have wiſhed, yet, by a careful 


Examination of his zew Syſtem, I think it 


is not difficult to be inferred. So that upon 
the whole, having, to the beſt of my Power, 
compared the Authorities he brings from 
the Holy Scripture, in ſupport of his Doc- 
trine, with their Original and Context, and 
having alſo conſidered and compared his 
Explanations of . them, with thoſe of our 
ableſt and beſt Divines, I think this new 

Hiem is ſo far from wnſetihing the Practice 
of Religion, that it rather exalts it, by af- 
fording us the moſt powerful Motives that 
can be given to Men, to love God fincerely, 
and to live an holy and virtuous Life, upon the 
 trueſt and moſt noble Principle, viz. the Love 


of 


(64) 


/ God, who has been pleaſed thus graciouſ* 


ly to ſave all Men from . eternal 'Pains, 


and has granted not to deprive us of Hap- 


pineſs in Heaven, and has moreover gra- 


ciouſly offered us the Means of greatly aug- 


menting our Felicity there for ever. And 


we have the greateſt Encouragement to 
make a good Ute of theſe Means, fince we 


are delivered from the Bondage of Sin, and 
the Fear of Hell; Having therefore Peace 


with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wwe 


may rejoice in the Hope of the Glory of Ge: 


For we now know who is the real Object of 


the Execration of God, namely, the old 


Man in Adam, the real Worker of Sin in 


us, on whom we may transfer all the 
Ti breatenings in the Law, and who will at 


the laſt Day, be caſt into the Lake mY Fire 


with the Devil and his Angels. ORE, 
Now, if Chriſt was decreed by God, before 


the Foundation of the World, to be the Re- 
medy for Sin, becauſe God foreſaw that 


Adam would fin, as the Holy Scriptures af- 
ſure us, can we imagine after this that God, 


who always foreſees what will befall the 


Works of his own Hands, has not ſ#ficient- 


ty ſecured the Good of all his Creatures, in 
Proportion to their different Capacities and 


Behaviour, by this his /aff Means, for the 
Salvation of all Men, namely, by the Sa- 
crifice of his only and entirely beloved Son, 


who fuffered in the Stead of every Man, 


even 


(665. 
even for all the Sins of the whole World? 
Can it be doubted I ſay, that God, by zheſe 
his Iaſt Means to ſave Sinners, will not 
ſooner or later effe& his real and gracious 
Deſign ? This I think cannot be doubted ; 
nothing can ever fruſtrate what God has been 
pleaſed graciouſly to promiſe abſolutely. 

But then, if the Libertine will continue 
to abuſe and neglect the great Salvation, of= 
Fered on the Terms of the Goſpel Croenanh, 

| by giving himſelf over to his Lufts, thoug 
he will indeed be barely ſaved before the 
End of Time, let him withal conſider the 
Miſeries he may bring on himſelf in this 
Life; what an infinite Loſs he will fer 
„ ever in the next Life; what znexpre//ible 
_ Grief, Sorrow, and Anguiſh of Mind he 

will undergo, when he comes to know his 
great and eternal Loſs; how very /aſting, 
though not properly eternal, theſe Sufferings 
may be; what a moſt ſhameful and wretch- 
ed Object he muſt needs be, when he ſhall 
appear in the utmoſt Confuſion, with all 
his Sins about him, at the great and awful 
Day of Judgment, before his ſo much of. 
fended Judge, encompaſſed with holy Angels 
and glorified Spirits of Men. How will he 
then tremble and be overwhelm'd with 

Amaſement, Confuſion, and Sorrow, to be 

thus expoſed, while the Righteous, the be- 

loved of the Father, will be invited into 
z F their 
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their heavenly Manſions, to receive their 
Reward, and himſelf ſhut out for ever! 
And though it ſhall pleaſe God, before the 
End of Time, fo to exalt the nens Man of 
this Libertine, for the Sake of his Promiſe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as to fit him for a bare 
Admiſſion into Heaven, yet, he may be a 
Being of an inferior Order, and of the very 
loweſt Claſs in Heaven for ever. 


Now, were the greateſt Libertines but 


ſeriouſly to reflect, and conſider all theſe moſt 


terrible and ſhameful Effects of their mon- 
ſtrous Ingratitude, Wickedneſs, and Folly, 


I think they could not be long before they 
came to tbemſelves, and would ariſe and 


repent, in the Sincerity of their Hearts, by 


forſaking their Ways, and labouring with 
all their Might for the future, to put on the 
new Man, in this their Day of Salvation, 


and thereby | avert the moſt dreadful Con- 


ſequences of continuing in Sin. 
Od has declared to us, his moſt gracious 
Deſign to ſave all Men by Jeſus Chrift, very 
pofitively in many Parts of Holy Scripture; 
and our Author's ae Hypotheſis, concerning 
the Manner of our Salvation, (for he does 


not intend to make it an Article of our 


Faith) carries ſuch evident Marks of Probabi- 
lity, ſupported both from the holy Scripture 
and Reaſon, that it cannot fail to warm us into 
a frue Love of God, to incline, and, as it 
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67 
were, to urge Men to live only for God, and 
to ſerve him as a moſt indulgent and gracious 
Father, attended with a fflial Fear of 
offending ſo merciful and good a God, who 
has given ſuch amazingly great and manifeſt 
Proofs of his Tenderneſs to all Mankind. 
The Fear of Hell- Fire is not able to ef- 
fect that which ought only to be the Conſe- 
quence of the Love of God; for the Love 
of God ought to be the very Foundation of 
Religion. And where there is not a Reverence 
mixed with the Affection of Love, as well 
as Fear, there the Obedience can be but for- 
mal and external, without the Heart and 
without Life. But when we conſider that 


God, of his z7finife Goodneſs, has abſolute- 


ly ſaved all Men from eternal Death, and 
given us eternal Life in Heaven, and is 


moreover deſirous, we ſhould make a good 


Uſe of the Grace of Superabundance which 
he offers us, that we may acquire a {ill 


greater Salvation, and that upon 1 d:ffi- 


culter Terms, than the endeavouring to the 
utmoſt of our Power ta obey all his Com- 
mandments, (not that we can thereby be 
profitable to him, but to ſerve ourſelves on- 
ly) what greater Encouragements can poſ- 
ſibly be given us, to love and obey fa tender 


and ſo compaſſionate a Father, and to make 


it our conſtant Buſineſs and diligent Delight 
to pleaſe him, (when at the ſame Time we 
„ 3 are 


(68). 
| are augmenting our cn Happineſs, both 


here and hereafter) to the Glory and Praiſe 
of God, and his beloved Son, for theſe 


moſt aftoniſbing Inſtances of their great Love 


and Favour to a Mankind: For, hereby 


indeed perceive we the Love of God, becauſe 
_ Chrift layed down his Life for us — And, 
God ſo loved the World, that be gave his only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
Should not periſh, but have everlaſting 1225. ö 


The Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 


Chriſtian Religion, conſiſts in God's erci- 


Jul Condeſcention to ſend his cw and only 
Son in curl Nature to live among us; to 
ſuffer and die for us, that is, in our Stead, 
abſolutely for the Benefit and Advantage of 


every Individual of Mankind, as much as 


if every Man had performed it in his own 
Perſon; and to make a perfect Expiation 
and Aftonement for the Sins of the whole 
World; and to be the Ju/tification of every 
Angle Man in the hal? World, ſo far as 


reſpects the free Gift, the Gift of eternal. 
Life in Heaven, before the End of Time. 


And the Docirine of the Goſpel, or the 


Chriſtian Religion, conſiſts in Things to be 


believed; the Duties to be practiſed by us; 


and the Arguments and Encouragements to 


the Practice of thoſe Duties, for the obtain- 


ing a Reward at the laſt Day. See the fol- 
lowing TR. 
/ But 
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But now once, in the End of the World, he 


bath appeared to aboliſh Sin, Heb. ix. 26. 


That is, to deſtroy both the Guilt and 
Power of Sin. For this Purpoſe the Son of 
God was manifeſted, to deſiroy the Works 


of the Devil, 1 John, iii. 8. Chriſt died 
for all, that they . which live, ſhould not 
benceforth live unto themſelves, but to him 
that died for them, 2 Cor. v. 15, that is, 
that they ſhould henceforth do juſtly, hve 


Mercy, and walk humbly with their God. 


For he hath made him, to /A Sin for us, who 
knew no Sin, that we might be mad: the 


Righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
And, as by the Offence of one, Judgment 
came upon all Men to Condemnation, even ſo, 


by the Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift 


came upon all Men to Juſt! fication of Za, 
Rom. v. 18. Now, 

St. Paul does frequently aſſert the Juſt 72 
cation by the free Grace of God in Yeſus 
Chriſt; ſo, likewiſe, he declares the Neceſ- 


fity of Righteouſneſs, and Obedience to the 


moral Precepts of the Goſpel, and of a holy 


and wirtuous Life, as the Condition of our 


pleaſing, or being in the Favour of God, and 
of our final and perfect Juſtiſication, and re- 
ceiving the Reward at the laſt Day : One is 


the free and abſolute Gift of God in Jeſus 


Chriſt, called by our Author the Grace of 
Redempti an; the other, the offered Means 
1 of 


(70) 


of obtaining the Reward, which is the Fruit 


of the Grace of Superabundazce, a free 
Gift alſo of the gratuitous Goodneſs of God, 
in his beloved Son Feſus Chriſt > The one 
abfolute, the other conditional, — All Na- 
tions whom thou haſt made ſhall come and 
worſhip thee, O Lord, and ſhall glorify th 
eg Pſalm Ixxxvi. 9 wy * g 

Our Author's new Syſtem cheriſbes the 


moſt ardent and grateful Love of God, and 


etabliſbes an univerſal and perfet Charity 


among Men, of whatever Candition and Re- 


lHigion, and makes us look on every Man as 
our Brother, with whom we ſhall live hap- 


pily in Heaven for ever. So that though 


our Brother differs from us in Religion, nay, 
tho' we even ſee him live wickedly, we ſhall 


not look on him with Scorn and Contempt, 
as a loſt Creature; but with great Concern 


and Pity, and with an affectionate View, 
ſhall endeavour to inform him better, and, 


if poſſible, to recover him from his ſinful 


Courſes, by doing all the Good we can 
to him, and thereby fhew our Gratitude 
to God, which 1s all that we can render 
to God for all his Benefits to us; and, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's Advice to the Ephęſians, 


We fhall be always inclined to walk in Love, 
as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, aud to put” 


away from us all Bitterneſs, MWratb, 
* Clamour, and Evil- Healing. with 


all 
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all Malice; and be ever inclined to de 
kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Chriſt's Sake 
hath forgiven us, Eph. iv. 31, 32. The 
great End and Deſign of the Goſpel is 
Charity, ſays St. Paul; and St. John ſays, 
God is Love, and he that dwelleth in Love, 


dwelleth in God, and God in him, Now, 
if to give the greateſt Encouragement to 


all Men, to love and obey God ſincerely, to 


cheriſh and promote univerſal Charity 


and Benevolence among all Mankind, of 


whatever Condition or Religion; if this, I. 
ſay, be to unſettle the Practice of Religion, 


then indeed our Author's new Syſtem may 


be ſaid to do it. 


J am, dear SIR, 
Dur moſt alfectionate Friend, 


and bumble Serv ant, &c. 


ow - 
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| bg. Editor, and the Diſcourſe Hiſtorical and Cri, 


II. Containing a View of 1. The primitive Purity of the 


5. The laſt and final Change to be expected, which ; 
will put an End to all future ub jection to Variableneſs, ö ; 
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PA 8 of. the. late new Text * 
As Verſion of the new Toftament. Wherei he 
Editor's fallacibus Notes are cenſuted; his Cavils x: 
painft . the Canon of the New-Teſtament are refuted} 
the Blunders and Iniquities of his various Readings art 
expoſed 3 and N in particular is done to the famous 


Text of I Jeln y os againſt his partial Repreſentation 
bf that Matter, Together with a Defence of the Di- 
vine Authority of the Bool of - Revelations, againſt the 


e Revelations aſcribed to St. Jahn. Where 
in 1 Abe the Characters of many eminent Fa- 
1 are vindicated againſt the Calumnies of the Writer 

foxe-mentioned; By Leonard * cer D. . In three 
as 993 48) 3 
Philoſophical NA DITATIO! 6% with Diving, Tor 5 
ferences; in two Parts. Part Containing 1, The 
Proof of a neceſſary, Sell. exifſent; Independent, and 
Eternal Being. 2. The Nature of Eternity and In- 
finite Space conſidef d. 3. Nhe Author & Opinion of 
the Place of Hell. 4. The Nature of the Creation 
and. Deluge conſider d. 5. The pernicious Doctrines of 
Election and Reprobation confdgd. from the gth Chap- 
ter of St, Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans. 6. The 


Chtiftian Oecdnomy; the only true One, 7. Religion 
and Virtue recommended to every one's Choice, Part 


Creation, 2, The Change that enſued upon Man's 
Diſobedience. 3. The further Changes that ſucceeded 
the Deluge, with a new Definition of the preſent Pha- 
nomena of our Atmoſphere in its various Viciſſitudes. 


5. The State of the Bleſſed in - New Heaven and a 
New Earth. By Benjamin Parker. The third Edition, q 
Teviſed and correted by a Gentleman of the 1 7 1 
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